YOUR VALKYR1IE ChARMDMS

I'he Valkyries served Odin by helping the god to build his armies in preparation for
Ragnarok. But they were also governed by the gentle goddess Freya and could grant wishes.
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Valhalla was the Hall
of the Slain in Norse
mythology. It was
described as having
540 doors, benches
made of breast plates,
a roof of shields and
rafters of spears

Odin presided over the
hall and the Valkyries.
sometimes called

his foster-daughters,
brought haif of

the souls of fallen
heroes here;

the other halt

were taken to the
goddess Fraeya's

hall, Folkvang

The warriors spent
their days fighting
and their nights
feasting.

Thanks to the German
opera Die Walkdre or
Ride of the Valkynes,
by Richard Wagner
(1813-1883), the most
well-known Valkyris

in madern memaory s
Brynhilde. Brynhildr
was asked to determine
the course of a battle
between two kings,
but because she dd
not choose Odin's
favourite she was
cursed. Brynhildr was
tumed into a8 moral
woman and entared an
anchanted sleep inside
a nng of fire. The hero
Sigurd rescued het

Brynhildr was doomed
to sleep in a ring of fire
until she was rescued.
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Valhalla's warriors

were the Einherjar
and were wokean each
day by the crowing of
the cock Gullinkambi
They trained all day in
preparation to join Odin
in battle at Ragnarok,
the end of the world
The greatest of the
Einherjar was destined
1o ride with Odin

Sigurd was to

marry Brynhildr
but was tricked by a
sorcerass into marrying
Gudrun, Following a
tragic senes of events,
which saw Brynhildr
tcked into marrying
Gudrun's brother,
Sigurd is eventually
killed and Brynhildr
wills herself to die

.
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Th€E FIRST ONE

The ancient texts are with Odin. According to
unclear but ¢ 1s thought  stiquette, ladies go first
that the geddess Freya so Freya was given
was the first Valkyne, first choice of the slain
Freya was the Norse

goddess of love, Fraya was linked to
fertlity and beauty . the swan maidens,
and the chief of the Like them she had a
Valkyries; though feather cloak, but hers
the Valkyrie Brynhildr was made of falcon
was also said to be feathers that allowed
their leader ner to turn into a falcon

Freya's
a calestial
realm was
Folkvang, and
she shared haif
the souls of the
fablen warmors
For Freya, be
inspired by a
falcon charm.

WISDING ChAR®
The Valkyries were
SOmetimes known as
wash maidens, because  you a wish. If you are

wan charm to beseech
the Valkyries to grant

of their association lucky encugh to find a

with the swan madens  swan faather, use this

n later mythology Hald it up to the sky,

make your wish, then

As swans have telease the feather to

a notoriously float down a river

agaressive

reputations,

which makes
them all the more
appropriate as
emblems of fierce
warnoe maidens,
it would be
inagvisabie to
attempt to
capture one!
Instead, make a

Find swan feathers
to use as charms.




